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Differential governance under unified system: theoretical logic and basic framework of diversified vil-

lage governance model

ZHANG Yating
(Department of Public Administration , Beijing City University, Beijing 10008, China)

Abstract: The differences in social foundations such as organizational forms, economic development, historical and cultural tradi-

tions of rural society at present in China determine the diversification of corresponding village governance models. This paper at-

tempts to construct a diversified village governance model from three dimensions: organizational identity unit, economic develop-

ment and regional ethnic culture. The southern rural society takes the clan organization as the identity and action unit, which con-

stitutes a compact governance model of clan organization, while the northern rural society takes the family as the basic action

unit, which tends to be in loose organizational governance; Economic development is premised on market contract, and devel-

oped areas is more inclined to be in contract governance, while underdeveloped areas is more inclined to be in acquaintance gover-

nance. Regional ethnic culture is the basic identity and action unit for ethnic minorities. In short, the village governance models in

different regions need to be combined with the local characteristics with certain flexibility and elastic social space, and the basic

framework of different village governance models can be constructed on this basis.

Keywords: Rural social organizations; Rural economic level; Regional ethnic culture; Differential governance
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