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Creating a scenic landscape: constructing the image of a tourism-oriented village Case analysis

based on Yuanjia Village of Shaanxi Province
GUO Zhanfeng, ZHONG Lingyu
(College of Humanities and Social Development, Northwest A&F University, Yangling 712100, China)
Abstract: The integrated development of agriculture, culture and tourism has made rural tourism a new focus for rural develop-
ment. However, the proliferation of repetitive constructions and homogenized landscapes poses a challenge to the development of
rural tourism, as it faces the constrain of being reduced to a mere spectacle. By deconstructing and reconstructing this "spectacle
society", Yuanjia village has managed to create a unique rural image through the production of rural tourism landscapes and the
construction of a distinctive village image. Inspired by Guy Debord's theory of "spectacle society" and Lefebvre's theory of "three-
dimensional space", this paper analyzes the typical case of Yuanjia village in Shaanxi Province to explore how the village achieved
the construction of its rural image during the process of “manufacturing a spectacle”. The results show that a tourist-oriented vil-
lage first undergoes a shift in its spatial practices, transition from a traditional agricultural villages to a tourist-oriented village, it is
necessary to construct a multi-faceted rural images. Yuanjia village accomplished this through the production of physical land-
scapes, the representation of cultural imagery, and the reconfiguration of social spaces, thereby created a spatial representation.
The success of the construction of a rural image lies in the dynamic balance between power and capital that is achieved through the
joint actions of both the subject and the object, resulting in a representational landscape space. Through the above discussion,
this paper aims to provide new perspectives and insights for similar villages to explore the future development path of rural tour-
ism.

Keywords: Creating spectacle; Rural image; Ternary space; Tourist village
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