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The geographical indication law of Japan and its enlightenment to China
WAN Zhigian, ZHOU Xianjie
(College of Humanities & Law, Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan 430070, China)

, marking the new era of the mixed

protection of the specialized law and the trademark law. Built with a reasonable structure, the law defines its triple protection pur-

pose for the producer’s interest, industrial development, and consumer interest and clarifies the scope of protection. The law

mainly standardizes the registration and management as well as the legal liability for illegal use of geographical indications. More-

over, the law innovated in balancing the public interests and private interests, information disclosure and exchange, and its rela-

tionship with the trademark law. In China, the geographical indications have been listed as one object of intellectual property right

in Civil Code. To implement the Code, learning from Japan's experience and integrating China's existing protection system of

geographical indications is a must in formulating the LLaw of Geographical Indications in China.

Keywords: Japan; Geographical indications; Producer groups; Specialized law
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