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Crop production specialization, technical efficiency and farmers” planting income
SUN Fei', CAO Shouhui*, CHEN Yuping®
(1. Party School of CPC Xuzhou Municipal Committee, Xuzhou 221009, China; 2. School of Business Administration,
Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: Based on the microscopic survey data of 866 farmers in Hubei province in 2016, it constructed the theoretical analysis
framework of crop production specialization, technical efficiency, and farmers income, and made an emperical study on the aver-
age and heterogeneous effects of crop production specialization on farmers’ planting income and the mediating effect of technical
efficiency. The results show that the specialization has a significant promoting effect on farmers’ planting income, indicating that
Chinese farmers’s shift from the traditional “small and complete” planting mode to the specialization provides a new way for farm-
ers to increase their income. The influence of specialization on farmers’ planting income is obviously heterogeneous, which is
mainly manifested in the stronger effect of agricultural income increase on high-income farmers and mountainous farmers. A large
part of the effect is exerted by the technical efficiency of planting industry, and the mediating effect accounts for 34. 99% . There-
fore, we should actively guide and encourage farmers to transform from the traditional planting patterns to a specialized one, ,
stress the boosting role of technical efficiency, and cultivate new professional farmers who are literate, skilled in technology,
good at operation and management in order to develop the agricultural increase effect of crop production specialization to greater
extent.

Keywords: Crop production specialization; Planting income; Technical efficiency; Division of labor and specialization
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