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The original right of China’s agricultural land system and its strengthening logic
ZHANG Yuanjie
(Schlool of Marxism, Shanxi Agriucuture University, Taigu 030801, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of origin theory, China’s current agricultural land system contains four unified original rights: col-
lective ownership of agricultural land, agriculture use right, labor income right and ecological development right. In the reform of
the three rights separation, farmers’ contract rights and transfer of management rights are derived directly from collective owner-
ship, and the unity is established through the contract of three rights. At the same time, it is restricted by agricultural land use
control, agricultural land labor rights and interests protection and ecological protection. However, since China's reform and open-
ing up, along with the implementation of the household contract responsibility system, and the continuous progress of industrial-
ization and urbanization, the yields form agricultural labor have relatively reduced, and consequently, a large number of farmers
have migrated to cities, farmland has not been cultivated or have been put to other uses, ecology has suffered from certain dam-
age, resulting in the practice of farmland system in our country in the collective ownership of the source rights existing in name on-
ly or weakening. It also makes the contract of the three rights on which the current system of separating the three rights of farm-
land works fail structurally, and the other three original rights are affected by different degrees. In such condition, the new con-
tract farmland system theory should be guided and restricted by the origin theory, and by deepening the reform of collective prop-
erty rights system, safeguarding national food security, increasing agricultural laborers’ income, and promoting the development
of green agriculture, the land source rights will be strengthened.

Keywords: Agricultural land system; Origin theory; Original rights; Contract theory; Three-right contract
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