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Feng-shui politics: Society, market and state in the spatial order of Chinese rural tombs
FENG Chuan
(School of Politics and Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430071, China)

Abstract: "Feng-shui" is a set of rules that endow each element in the space with a sequence of values and a sequence of causal
mapping. According to the "feng-shui" rules, those elements that are considered to be high in the value sequence, occupy a superi-
or position in the causal mapping sequence and affect and maintain the good situation of people in the scene can be called "feng-
shui". The power allocation and power game around these "feng-shui resources" are "feng-shui politics". The appearance of the
spatial order of the tombs in the village is the result of feng-shui politics. The three spatial orders of tombs, "scattered patterns in
the village", "collective patterns in the collective cemetery in the village" and "collective patterns in the cemetery", correspond to
"private negotiation of feng-shui", "ethical coordination of feng-shui" and "feng-shui", the three types of feng-shui political opera-
tion mechanisms. By comparison, it is found that when the work of changing customs in rural areas continues to advance, collec-
tive cemeteries in villages and government-run cemeteries are the direction of the evolution of tomb space order, and village-level
autonomous organizations and governments are the most appropriate political leaders of geomantic feng-shui.

Keywords: Feng-shui politics; Tomb spatial order; Funeral reform; Changing customs
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