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Research on social network of economic elites returning rural areas to run businesses taking L
County, Henan Province as an example
SONG Yun', SU Zhihao®
(1. Department of Social and Ecological Studies, Party School of the Central Committee of CPC (National Academy of Gov-
ernance), Beijing 100091, China;
2. School of Political Science and Low, Huizhou University, Huizhou 516007, China)

Abstract: In the context of implementing the rural revitalization strategy, economic elites have unique resource endowments,
and their social network capital plays an important role in the process of entrepreneurship. Based on the cases of 15 entrepreneur-
ial elites who returned to their hometowns in L. County, Henan Province, the paper, using the social network as an entry point,
analyzes the success factors of these economic elites after returning to their hometowns. Research shows that the return of eco-
nomic elites to start a business is influenced by the intertwining of internal genes and external opportunities. In the early stage of
entrepreneurship, informal networks are the leading factors, which directly affect industry selection and original accumulation,
and the human tendency in the operation model is obvious. In the middle stage, the utility of formal relationships is gradually high-
lighted, and contractual relationships are formed to promote capital accumulation, brand building and technological innovation.
The traditional human-feeling operation model has been transformed into a practical-oriented standardized operation. In the later
stage, the scale expansion has enabled it to have political performance and social effects, siphoning formal social networks and in-
formal networks, deeply integrating and taking root in the local area, and becoming the backbone of rural revitalization strength.
This process is the in-depth interaction between economic elites and localized social networks and policies, and realizes the deep
integration of enterprises and industries with local reality. To promote the realization of the rural revitalization strategy, we can
start from the capital mutual coupling effect formed by the social network of economic elites and the native social network of the
countryside, and help the elites return home to run business.

Keywords: Return rural areas to run business; Economic elites; Social network; Rural revitalization



