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The practice dilemma and optimization path of rural mutual assistance elderly care policy from the per-

spective of embeddedness

based on field survey of H County in Henan Province

LIU Qi

(College of Social and Ethnic Studies, University of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences , China)

Abstract: As mutual assistance elderly care moves from the stage of spontaneous social development to the stage of national ac-

Beijing 102488,

tive coordination, the practical importance of mutual assistance elderly care policies is highlighted. From the perspective of em-
beddedness, the policy in rural areas is inevitably influenced by many endogenous factors so the policy needs actively adjusting
itself and promoting the social embeddedness of cognition, culture, organization, and policy in order to achieve good effects . How-
ever, due to the emphasis on hardware investment and the pursuit of standardized services, the decline of mutual aid culture and
the concept changes of elderly care, the lack of social mobilization and organizational system construction, the promotion of quanti-
tative indicators, and the strengthening of administrative control, there are structural difficulties such as cognitive detachment, cul-
tural detachment, organizational detachment, and policy detachment. As an improvement, we should accelerate the construction of
consultation platforms and optimize service evaluation, strengthen the promotion of elderly care policies and family support policy,
strengthen the absorption of social elites and the construction of organizational systems, optimize the cooperation of governance en-
tities and improve the assessment system, create a good embedded environment to promote the cognitive, cultural, organizational,
and political embedding of mutual assistance elderly care policies, and truly achieve low-cost, high-welfare, and sustainable produc-
tion of mutual assistance elderly care services.

Keywords: Mutual assistance for elderly care; Embedding; Disembedding; Social context
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